
 
 

Community Minded Kids Overview for Schools  
We promote community-led action by challenging mindsets and shifting perspectives. 
By learning about community building and volunteering, children will feel empowered to act and participate in citizen-
driven community efforts. 

The Situation 
In a recent report by the Australian Council for 
Educational Research identified that Australian 
students aged 15 have a significantly poorer sense of 
belonging than students of the same age in other 
countries and has declined between 2003 and 2015. 
 
The report also defined the importance of a sense of 
belonging for a student for educational success and 
long-tem wellbeing. 
 
Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER), the 
managers of the Program for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) in Australia 
 
Our Response 
Community Minded Kids (CMK) is a primary school-
based program designed for Stage 3 students (ages 9-
12).  The program aims to build community minded 
thinking in children by fostering collaborative 
relationships between the student, school, family and 
community to promote civic participation and 
community well-being.  
 
The program assists teachers to deliver community 
focused lessons and/or discussions as part of their 
education. Through the Community Minded Kids 
(CMK) program children learn about community 
building and participation, encouraging and 
empowering (self-efficacy) to act, join others and 
participate in citizen-driven community efforts 
(collective efficacy). Underpinning their learnings and 
discoveries, the program interweaves important values 
and knowledge around social justice, inclusion and 
empathy towards others.  

Evaluation 
Our 2018 Evaluation Report identified that: 

• “Students became more aware of facilities and 
services in the community” and that 
Community Minded Kids “provided students 
with opportunities to learn about belonging, 
volunteering etc. in realistic ways” - Teacher 

• One student stated that it is important to be a 
CMK kid “so you get a better understanding 
about your community and how to contribute 
to it.”   

• Our survey results identified that 64% of 
students responded that Community Minded 
Kids made them feel ‘more connected’ to their 
community. 

 
 
Bulldogs in the Community 
Community Minded Kids – Proudly 
Partnered by the Bulldogs 
 
 
 
Contact 
For more information on the Community Minded Kids 
program inclusions, components and benefits please 
contact: 

	
Renae	Veedikint		

Programs	Manager	
renae@communityminds.org.au		

Direct	No:	61	450	920	191	
 



	
Program Aims  
Community Minded Kids is a primary school-based program that aims to foster community minded thinking in children. 
More specifically the program aims to:  

• Foster community minded thinking in children by linking important community themes to their education.  
• Introduce and open dialogue about important concepts such as social justice and equality, challenging limited 

views of community (charity v.s solidarity).  
• Inspire children to be active citizens and positive contributors to their school and broader community.  
• Educate children and provide them with practical tools and ideas of how they can positively impact their 

school, neighbourhoods and communities.  
• Encourage and help forge collaborative relationships between the student, school, family and community to 

promote inclusion, cohesion and community well-being.  

Community Minded Kids program helps schools to deliver  
• Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) objectives:  

o PD3-2, PD3-3, PD3-9 and PD3-10 
• The Wellbeing Framework for Schools. 
 
Overview – In Class Lesson Plans  
The in-class program is a series of eight 30-45-minute lessons centred on themes of community development.  

Lesson plans are provided to teachers with examples of topics to be discussed, activities to be undertaken and 
resources to support the themes explored. They are intended as a guide/starting point and can be modified to different 
classes as needed.  

Below are some of themes we are hoping to explore through the lessons. 
1. What is 

community? 
Students explore the characteristics of communities; the reasons people 
live in communities and different kinds of communities. 

2. Belonging Students explore their sense of identity and places within the community 
and ways they can connect with and contribute to community places. 

3. Citizenship Students explore what it means to be a responsible citizen and ways they 
are responsible in their own communities. 

4. Diversity  Students are exposed to different opinions and worldviews and gain a 
greater sense of respect and empathy for others. 

5. Volunteering Students gain an understanding of how volunteering benefits members of 
the community, as well as themselves. 

6. People power Students explore the power that comes from people working together to 
address an issue and the benefits of collective action. 

7. Pay it forward Students explore the impact a single action can make and consider the 
actions they can take to spread kindness in the community. 

8. Social Justice 
 

Students explore distinction between charity and social justice. Students 
learn about structural causes and acts of social justice. 

9. Graduation and 
reflection 

Students reflect on what they have learned about community, their role in it, 
and how they can work with others to create change. Students will graduate 
and receive a certificate in recognition of their achievements. 

 
Overview – Out of Class activities  
Each week, students will “discover and do” by going out into the local community and identifying a positive aspect 
(assets in community) and contributing a positive action to their community. Discovering positive attributes and 
strengths in the community will encourage students to realise that community-mindedness is not just an act of charity, 
but a way of everyday thinking and living. Doing community-minded activities will encourage students to recognize 
that they play an important role in contributing to community. 
 
Students will brainstorm “discover and do” activities in class, however, they are encouraged to come up with their own 
ideas. Students will then record their ideas and actions in a Community Minded Kids passbook and share them with 
the class. 
 


